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Prelude

The People stand for the
Processional Hymn O God of every nation Hymn 607 P. 10

LEAFLET

Presider Blessed be God, who Creates, Redeems and Sanctifies. The Rev. Kevin Johnson
People  And blessed be the Realm of God, now and forever.

BIDDING PRAYER: Hear the words of The Declaration of Independence, signed on July
4, 1776. “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” As Christians who are Americans, we gather this
day to thank God for the gifts of our freedom and liberty, to honor those whose vision,
wisdom and sacrifice secured these ‘unalienable Rights’ for us and every generation, to
confess that while we believe that all are created equal, we have not always allowed
others to enjoy that freedom or those rights; we ask God’s forgiveness and call upon
God’s unconditional love and boundless mercy to grant that we may be given the strength
and courage to live more fully into our faith and beliefs. Let us pray:

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among
ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth.
Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States,Mayors of
Cities, and to all in administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the
exercise of their duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and
Towns, give courage, wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people,
and to fulfill our obligations in the community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights
may be safeguarded and justice served.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to
their fellow citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for
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the well-being of our society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor
your holy Name.
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen.
Presider Let us now remember our history, that our past may inform our future.

A Reading from Abigail Adams to John Adams, March 31, 1776

"l long to hear that you have declared an independency. And, by the way, in the new
code of laws which | suppose it will be necessary for you to make, | desire you would
remember the ladies and be more generous and favorable to them than your
ancestors.... Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the husbands.

"Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular care and attention is not
paid to the ladies, we are determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves
bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation.

"That your sex are naturally tyrannical is a truth so thoroughly established as to admit of
no dispute; but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give up ... the harsh tide of
master for the more tender and endearing one of friend....”

Hymn O day of God, draw nigh Hymn 601 P. 11 LEAFLET
Collect

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve
you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the
strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from Chief Seattle’s Response to a Government Official’s Offer to
Purchase the Remaining Seattle Land, 1845..

We will ponder your proposition and when we decide we will let you know. But should
we accept it, | here and now make this condition that we will not be denied the privilege
without molestation of visiting at any time the tombs of our ancestors, friends, and
children.

Every part of this soil is sacred in the estimation of my people. Every hillside, every
valley, every plain and grove, has been hallowed by some sad or happy event in days
long vanished. Even the rocks, which seem to be dumb and dead as they swelter in the
sun along the silent shore, thrill with memories of stirring events connected with the
lives of my people, and the very dust upon which you now stand responds more lovingly
to their footsteps than yours, because it is rich with the blood of our ancestors, and our
bare feet are conscious of the sympathetic touch....



And when the last Red Man shall have perished, and the memory of my tribe shall have
become a myth among the White Men, these shores will swarm with the invisible dead
of my tribe, and when your children's children think themselves alone in the field, the
store, the shop, upon the highway, or in the silence of the pathless woods, they will not
be alone. In all the earth there is no place dedicated to solitude.... The White Man will
never be alone.

Let him be just and deal kindly with my people, for the dead are not powerless. Dead,
did | say? There is no death, only a change of worlds.

Hymn What does the Lord require for praise and offering? HywNn 605 P. 12 LEAFLET

Collect

O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature: Make
us always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the account
that we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

A Reading from President John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address, 1961.

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish
all forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary
beliefs for which our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe--the belief that
the rights of man come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God.

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go
forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to
a new generation of Americans--born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a
hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage--and unwilling to witness or permit
the slow undoing of those human rights to which this nation has always been
committed, and to which we are committed today at home and around the world....

So let us begin anew--remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness,
and sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us
never fear to negotiate.... Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of
belaboring those problems which divide us.... Let both sides unite to heed in all corners
of the earth the command of Isaiah--to "undo the heavy burdens . . . (and) let the
oppressed go free."

And if a beachhead of cooperation may push back the jungle of suspicion, let both sides
join in creating a new endeavor, not a new balance of power, but a new world of law,
where the strong are just and the weak secure and the peace preserved. In your hands,
my fellow citizens, more than mine, will rest the final success or failure of our course....
Now the trumpet summons us again--not as a call to bear arms, though arms we
need--not as a call to battle, though embattled we are-- but a call to bear the burden of

4



a long twilight struggle, year in and year out, "rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation"--a
struggle against the common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease and war itself.
Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North and South, East
and West, that can assure a more fruitful life for all mankind? Will you join in that
historic effort?

...The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our
country and all who serve it--and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. And so,
my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you--ask what you can do
for your country....

Hymn When Christ was lifted from the earth Hymn 603 P. 14 LEAFLET
Collect

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with
your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquility your
dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

A Reading from a Letter from the Birmingham Jail. Martin Luther King, Jr, 1963.

Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed forever. The yearning for freedom
eventually manifests itself, and that is what has happened to the American Negro.
Something within has reminded him of his birthright of freedom, and something without
has reminded him that it can be gained....

... the United States Negro is moving with a sense of great urgency toward the
promised land of racial justice. If one recognizes this vital urge that has engulfed the
Negro community, one should readily understand why public demonstrations are taking
place.

.... If his repressed emotions are not released in nonviolent ways, they will seek
expression through violence; this is not a threat but a fact of history.

So | have not said to my people: "Get rid of your discontent." Rather, | have tried to say
that this normal and healthy discontent can be channeled into the creative outlet of
nonviolent direct action. And now this approach is being termed extremist. But though |
was initially disappointed at being categorized as an extremist, as | continued to think
about the matter | gradually gained a measure of satisfaction from the label.

Was not Jesus an extremist for love: "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you." Was not Amos an extremist for justice: "Let justice roll down like waters
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream." Was not Paul an extremist for the
Christian gospel: "l bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus." Was not Martin
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Luther an extremist: "Here | stand; | cannot do otherwise, so help me God." And John
Bunyan: "l will stay in jail to the end of my days before | make a butchery of my
conscience." And Abraham Lincoln: "This nation cannot survive half slave and half
free." And Thomas Jefferson: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal . . ..”

So the question is not whether we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists we will
be. Will we be extremists for hate or for love? Will we be extremists for the preservation
of injustice or for the extension of justice? In that dramatic scene on Calvary's hill three
men were crucified.

We must never forget that all three were crucified for the same crime--the crime of
extremism. Two were extremists for immorality, and thus fell below their environment.
The other, Jesus Christ, was an extremist for love, truth and goodness, and thereby
rose above his environment. Perhaps the South, the nation and the world are in dire
need of creative extremists.

Collect

Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend
against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use
our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and
among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The People stand
The Gospel Proclamation This is My Song FINLANDIA

1. This is my song, O God of all the nations,
a song of peace for lands afar and mine.

This is my home, the country where my heart is;
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
but other hearts in other lands are beating

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

2. My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean,
and sunlight beams on clover leaf and pine;

but other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
O hear my song, thou God of all the nations,
a song of peace for their land and for mine.

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (5:43-48).
People Glory to you, O Christ.



Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.’ But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if
you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors
do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.”

Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord. People Praise to you, O Christ.

The Homily The Rev. Jill Walters
A period of silent reflection follows the sermon.

Affirmation of Faith
(from “Daily Prayer for All Seasons” General Convention 2014)

We believe in God, who loves us and wants us to love each other.
This is our God.

We believe in Jesus, who cared for children and held them in his arms.
He wanted a world where everyone could live together in peace.
This is Jesus Christ.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who keeps working with us until everything
is good and true.
This is the Holy Spirit.

We can be the church, which reminds people of God because we love each other.
This we believe. Amen.

The Prayers of the People BCP 387

Gracious God, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially, Justin, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop and Scott our Provisional Bishop.
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.



We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; especially Donald
our President, Greg our Governor, and Betsy our Mayor.
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Draw near those worshipping virtually today and all who are searching for a place to belong.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble,
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others (People may add their own petitions)

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Confession of Sin BCP 359
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.



Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, together we pray,
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Blessing
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you forever. Amen.

The Dismissal

Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Music reprinted under OneLicense #723401 and CCLI #11355446



Christian Responsibility 607
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I O God of ev . ery na - tion, of ev . ery race and  land,
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where hate and fear di - vide us  and  bit - ter threats are  hurled,
from pride of race and na-tion and blind - news 1o your way,
when  hope and cour-age  fal - ter, your still small voice be heard;
tll  dawns the momn-ing  glo - riouswhen truth  and  jus - tice reign

in  love and mer-cy guide wus and heal our strife <tom  world.
de -« liv - er oy - ery na .« tion, ¢ - ter-nal God, we pray!
with  faith that none can  al - ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.
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Music: Llengloffon, melody from Hymmes o Thomes er Guasenseth yr Folum g Nphymru, 1863,
hare. The Engliuh Hywnal, 1906 2676 D

Wordn Coparight © 1955 by The Hyma Socbery of America. AT rights reserved. Used bsy permsision.
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601 Christian Responsibility

1 O day of God,draw nigh in beau-ty and in power, come

2 Bring to our trou-bled minds, un - cer - tain and a - fraid, the
3 Bring jus-tice to our land, that all may dwell se - cure, and
4 Bring to our world of strife thy  sov-ereignword of peace, that

5 O day of God, draw nigh as at cre - a-tion’s Dbirth, let
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2 qui-et of a stead -fast faith, calm of a call o - beyed.
_3 fine - ly build for days to comefoun - da - tions that en - dure.
4 war may hauntthe earth no more and des - o - la-tion cease.

5 there be light a - pgain, and set thy judg - ments in the earth.

e e
=T 1T &

Words: Robert Balgarnie Young Scott (b. 1899)
Music: St. Michael, Louis Bourgeois (1510?7-15617); harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889) SM
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Christian Responsibility

605
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1 What does the Lord re - quire for praise and of fer - ing?
2 Rul - ers of earth, give ear! Should you not jus - tice show?
3 Still downthe a - ges ring the pro - phet’s stern com-mands.
4 How shall my soul ful - fill Gods law so hard and high?
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What sac - ri - fice de - sire, or trib - ute bid you bring?
Will God your plead -ing hear, whilecrime and cruel - ty  grow?
To mer - chant, work - er, king he brings God’s high de - mands
Let Christ en - due our will  with grace to for - ti - fy.
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Do  just - ly; love mer - cy; walk hum-bly with your God.
Do  just - ly; love mer - cy; walk hum-bly with your God.
Do  just - ly; love mer - cy; walk huin-bly with your God.
Then just - ly, in mer - cy we'll (hum-bly walk with  God.)
p  'Final Ending . :
A A 1 1 1 T T -
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hum - bly walk with God.
Words: Albert E Bayly (1901-1984), alt.
Music: Sharpthorne, Erik Routley (1917-1982) 66. 66. 33. 6

Music: Copyright © 1969 by Hope Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
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597 | Christian Responsibility
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Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944)
Music: Jerusalem, Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) LMD
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603 , Christian Responsibility
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Words: Brian A. Wren (b, 1936)
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Words: Copyright © 1980 by Hope Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
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